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(54) Beverage dispensing font with detachable tap mounting unit 

En ti Si™ K°f in ° t3PS ,l m ° Unted ° n cha nnel-section members (13) which are detachably secured by screws 

S^l^tonT* ( 1 2) ^ by u 3 h ° ,,OW C ° fUmn (10) - The cha ™el-section members (13 can £ *SZZ 

from the arms to gain access to the supply tubes connected to the taps. The tubes are routed in the WuXLdJS 

li 9 n T SPeCt r el0 , n9atG apertUreS (18) (Rg ' 3) provlddd in thG arms ' a,on 9 the ^^ior of the a^ S^S^ 
column. In an alternative construction the arms are solid and the tubes extend along within the c^J^e^nS^St^n 
members (13) before passing into the column through an aperture in the column which leads from the ^ t v h J J channe, - SGCtlon 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
The claims were filed later than the filing date within the period prescribed by Rule 25(1 ) of the Patents Rules 1990. 
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FIG. A 13 



EEVEkAGE dispensing font with 
detachable ta? mounting unit 

This invention reiates to a beverage dispensing fon 
provided with a plurality of dispensing taps or valves. 

Beverage dispensing fonts are known which comprise 
vertical hollow column cr pillar on which is mounted a 
transverse iy extending; elongate nollow arm provided with a 
plurality of dispensing taps or valves, each tap cr valve 
oemg connected to a respective one of a plurality or tuhes 
which extend within the arm and which pass down the 
interior of tne nollow column where they are connected to 
individual sources of pressurized liquid beverages . in 
tne known rents eacn tap or valve is mounted on a 
respective boss which extends from the hollow arm and such 
oosses are we idea . or erased to the hollow arm. Kit.-; suon 
known rents the assembly of the parts is difficult and 
time consuming and servicing of the font n=s simiiar 
3 advantages . 

According to the present invention there is provided a 
r-sverage dispensing z cr.t comprising a nollow coiurr.r. or 
tiixar, a trans verse i y extending elongate nollow support 
.rrr= rr.ountea on tne column cr pii-ar, a substantially 
nannei -section member detachabiy mounted on the support 



arm, a plurality of dispensing taps or valve units mounted 
on tne cnanne 1 -section .ember, an aperture provided in said 
hollow supporr arm or said column or pillar and located so 
as to be in communication witn tne interior of the channel 
of said channel-section member, and tubes connected to each 
of the dispensing raps or valve units and extending trough 
said aperture into said support arm or into the column or 
Pillar anc a.ong ir.e interior of the column or pillar. 

Such an arrangement avoids the need for -.he provision 



i "" 1V1 " i - --sses ana tne assemoiy of -.he raps or 



cL-id "tubes 



en 

ps or valves 

sier and by detaching the channel-section 
rr-s-^er reacy access can ne gained to tne rear of tne raps 
cr valves and to the tubes. 



rne taps or valves may be manually operated or tney 
may be solenoid operated and they may be cf the free-flcw 
cr teres flow type. 

An embodiment cf the invention will now be described, 
-v way c- an er-rarr.p.e, with reference to the accompany in? 
cravings, in which : - 

Figure I is a diagrammatic font " elevation of a 
ieverecre expensing ronr emooaying me present invention; 

Figure 2 is a pi an view of the beverage dispensing 

1 cnt ; 

Figure 3 is a cross-section on a larger scale taken 
a.ong tr.e »ir,s Ill-ill indicated cn Figure 1; and 

Figure 4 is a diagrammatic perspective view, of a 
cnanne.-sfccticn memner wmch is detacnably mounted on tne 



support arm. 

The liquid beverage dispensing fent comprises a hollow 
column or pillar 10 whicn in use cr me font is mounted 
vertically on a bar counter 11. Fixed to the upper end 
5 portion cf tne column or piilar 10 is a transversely 

extending hollow support arm 12. At its junction with the 
column or pillar 10 the interior of the support arm 12 is 
in communication with the interior of the column or pillar 
10 tnrougn co-operating openings, not shown. 
10 Mounted cn the support arm 12 are two channel-section 

members 13 wr.ich are each closea by an end wail 14 at their 
cuter end. Tr.e channel-section members 13 have a front 
wail i 5 rrovicea witn a plurality of spacec apart apertures 
15 thrcugn which extend the shank portion of dispensing 
15 tat- 17. 
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cvided in the hclicw support arm 12 are 
wnicn are located so as to be in communication with tne 
interior of the channel cf a channe i -section member 12. 
Ir. e apertures 15 may be elongate and extend longitudinally 
20 of the arm 12. 

The apertures 18 may be provided in the column cr 
pillar i j instead cr in tne support arm 12 whicn in sue n a 
case may be solid. 

A tube 19 is connected to the end of the shank portion 
cr sacr. oisper.smg tap 17 ana eacn tu~e 19 extends tnrougn 
an aperture lb into tr.e support arm 12 and through tr.e 
co-operating openings (not snown ; in tne support arm 12 ana 
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column cr pillar 10 and then extends down the interior of 
the column cr pillar 10 and the tubes 19 are connected to 
individual sources of pressurized liquid beverage. Where 
the apertures 13 are provided in the column or pillar 10 
5 then the tubes 19 extend along the channel-section members 
iS ana into tne column or pillar 10. 

The channel-section members 13 are secured by screws 
20 to brackets 21 fixed to the support arm 12 or to the 
column cr pi liar 10. 
10 The c c 1 u~ n or pillar 10, support arm 12 and 

cnanne i-secticn members 13 are preferably formed c£ metal, 
such as brass, copper, stainless steel or aluminium. 

vith such a construction the taps 17 can be easiiy 
mcunted cr. the char.ne i -section members 13 prior to the 
15 merrier s lc being mounted on the support arm 12 anc tne 
connections cr tr.s respective tubes 19 can be easily mads 
acter tr.e taps 17 nave been mounted on tne c n anne i-secticn 
-.embers 11. I'r.us , assembly is much easier and simpler than 
tnat ci •'.ncvrn . beverage dispensing fonts. Alter 
20 installation the servicing of the font can be easily 
carried cut zy simply detaching the cnanne i-secticn members 
13 fr err, the support arm 12 to gain ready access to the tube 
CGTii'tect: c r. £ and tuj^es 19 and the tap mountings. 

The taps 17 are preferably manually operable but they 
25 n. ay c:::r: se s c 1 encic-operated valve cevices ana in sucn an 
arrangement the solenoids and electrical wiring can be 
r.oused ir. tr.e cnanne i cf the cnanne 1 -s ecti on members 13. 




5 

The coiumn or pillar 10 and the support arm 12 are 
shown as seing circular in cross-section but tney can have 
any other desired cross-sectional shape. The 
cnanne i-secti on members are shown as being substantial:-/ 
rectangular in cross-section but again they may have any 
otner desired cress-sectional shape. 



CLAIMS 



1. A beverage dispensing font comprising a hollow 

column or pillar, a transversely extending elongate 
hollow support arm mounted on the column or pillar, a 
substantially channel-section member detachably mounted 
on the support arm, a plurality of dispensing taps or 
valve units mounted on the channel-section member, one 
or more apertures provided in said hollow support arm or 
said column or pillar and located so as to be in 
communication with the interior of the channel of said 
channel-section member, and a respective tube connected 
to each of the dispensing taps or valve units and 
extending through an aperture of said one or more 
apertures into said support arm or into the column or 
piLlar and down the interior of the column; or pillar. 

2. A font as claimed in claim 1 in which the arm is 
hollow and a plurality of said apertures is provided in 
the hollow support arm, the interior of the column or 
pillar communicating with the interior of the arm 
through an opening, and the tubes extending through the 
opening . 

3. A font as claimed in claim 2 in which the 
apertures are elongated in the longitudinal direction of 
the arm. 

4. A font as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 in 
which the outer end of the channel-section member is 
closed by an end wall. 

5. A font as claimed in any of the preceding claims 
in which there are two such arms, and respective 
substantially channel-section members are independently 
detachably mounted on the respective arms. 
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6. A beverage dispensing font substantially as 
described with reference to the accompanying drawings. 
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